
A.

1.Thescopionwashidingbeneathasackofricetosaveitselffrom therain.

2.Thepeasantscrowdedthenarrator'shousewhentheyfoundoutthatthenarrator's

motherhadbeenstungbyascorpion.

3.Tnepeasantscickedtheirtonguestoexpresstheircondolenceandsympathyasthey

watchedthenarratorsmotherwrithingpain.

4.Superstionsareirratonalbeliefsheldbyacommunitybasedonsomenaturalor

supernaturaloccurrence.Theyareusualy believedtobringgoodorbadluck.Aninstance

foundinthepoem istheneighbours'beliefthatwitheverymovementthescorpionmade,his

poisonspreadinthebloodofthepersonstung.

B.

1.Itisquiteevidentthatthepoem issetinaremotevillage.Thepeopleareilliterateand

steepedinsuperstition.Thereismentionofanyhealthcarefacility.Eventhefather,whoisa

rationalist,hadtodependonpowders,mixturesandherbsinsteadoftakinghiswifetoa

doctor.Moreover,detailslikemud-bakedwalls,lanternsandcandlesalsoportraythemage

ofaruralseting.

2.Thenarrator'statherwasarationalpersonandknewbetterthantobelievein

superstitions.Yet,whenhiswifewasbittenbythescorpion,heputallthescepticism behind

andtriedeverythingpossibletosaveher.Hewasdutiful,affectionateandemotional.

3.Intheeyesofthepeasants,ascorpionstingwasfatalasithadnocure.Theywere

completelyunawareoftheavailablemedicalproceduresandprayingwastheonlywayto

helpthenarrator'smother.Theironlyhopewasthattheirprayerswouldhelplessenher

pain.


